THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
King of France's brother, called first Duke of Alen?on and kter
Duke of Anjou, though it is but a minor incident and was not
intended to come to anything by Cecil, merits attention because
it is characteristic of the way in which the unfortunate Elizabeth
was treated.
When it began she was already forty; she had been com-
pletely bald for ten years, and had to wear a red wig. Her skin
was like parchment, her health was deplorable; but she re-
mained a woman of great energy and very high intelligence.
She had enjoyed futile but very close intimacy with all sorts
of men, first among whom was Leicester (Dudley), her constant
companion. The group included also a dancing fellow called
Hatton who had caught her eye; he used to write her the most
extravagant letters, and made a fortune out of the connection—
largely drawn from the endowments of the Church.1 But her
feeling for Anjou was serious. Elizabeth's condition was such
that even if there had been a match there could have been no
children, but for the only time in her life she fell genuinely in
love. Anjou was twenty years younger than herself, and her
public and private endearments with him were scandalous.
She was openly affianced to him as well, and only quite late
in the affair, when she was nearing fifty, was she given to
understand that nothing would be allowed to come of it. She
suffered a permanent regret for Anjou. He died after the
business had dragged on twelve years, during which she had
seen him but rarely; but she felt it so strongly that she refused
to revisit Whitehall, where they had been together. This
pathetic but rather absurd business had the further advantage
for Cecil that the Dutch rebels against Philip of Spain were
looking to Anjou for help, and by keeping the business going
Cecil could always use it as a threat against Spain to prevent
that Power from attacking him.
With the year 1577 we get the next date when several
further steps in the development of Cecil's projects all begin
together, while at the same time a serious menace to those
projects arises. It was in the year 1577 that Cecil began to
use Drake as a powerful instrument for feeling his way towards
1 The property of the bishopric of Ely was despoiled in Hatton's favour,
and it was but one example of what was going on all around. One bishopric
was kept vacant during the whole of the reign, and all the others, together
with minor endowments, were despoiled in the course of it.

